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man, the lady sat behind a screen, listening to the

lessons, and learning faster than the gentleman.

Though he had three other wives, this one (though

being childless) had complete possession of his heart.

They gave a supper to our lady physician and my

self, he doing us the honor to wait on the table, a

thing which, had not my own eyes seen it, I could not

have believed possible in Persia. It was sufficiently

surprising to have him sit at the same table and eat

with us, but how much more so, that with each

course he should rise, change our plate, and serve the

food which the cook brought to the door of the

room. He had never appeared so honorable in our

eyes, as when, thus laying aside the pride of rank

and station, he was "among us as one that served."

When one first comes to a Moslem country, a

sentiment of profound pity for the women pre

dominates; but as it is evident that half the popula

tion cannot be kept in an unnatural and degraded

condition, without entailing disastrous consequences

on the other half, one begins to feel equal sympathy

for the men, who suffer under the disadvantage of

having no true family life, and indeed of being

unable to form a conception of what it is.

The great trouble is the lack of confidence in mar

ried life; as it is a very rare thing to find a wife who

can trust her husband not to divorce her, if it appear

convenient and desirable, or not to add to his wives

if he be able.

Divorce, which a woman may obtain under cer
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