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Christian idea of the Godhead and also inferior to

the Old Testament idea of God. In the Book of Job

alone there are more glorious descriptions of God's

personality, unity, power and holiness than in all

the chapters of the Koran. Carlyle in his praise of

the Hero-prophet acknowledges this and says "he

makes but little of Mohammed's praises of Allah, bor

rowed from the Hebrew and far surpassed there."

Even the Fatherhood of God is clearly taught in the

Old Testament, but it is wholly absent from the

Koran'.

In the comparative study of religious ideas there

must be a standard of judgment, and a Christian

can only judge other religions by the standard of the

Gospel. Islam itself, through its prophet (who

came, so he says, as the seal of all prophecy), and

in its Book challenges comparison by this standard.

We are not dealing with the monotheism of Greek

philosophy, which arose in the Court of the Gentiles

under Plato and Aristotle; but with a monotheism

which arose six centuries after Christ and professes

to be an improvement or at least a restatement of the

Christian idea. (See Surahs 42: 1; 10: 37, 93; 5: 77,

etc.) We accept, therefore, Islam's challenge. Jesus

Christ proclaimed that no man knows the Father

save through the Son. He is the brightness of the

Father's glory. The impress of His essence. Who

ever has seen Jesus has seen the Father. Mohammed

by denying Christ's Deity also denied that He came
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