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sticks and grass to make a temporary shelter for the

night.

They are tidy, industrious, and lively, and, to any

one who did not understand their language, these

women would give the impression of a charming

picture and of many things good and true. But to

one who could hear the conversation, as I often have,

the secret of the utter depravity of all the people is

soon learned, and one sees how it is that none grow

up with any idea of purity. The minds of even

young children are vitiated from the earliest age.

I have found many very "religious" women. It

must, however, not be forgotten that the religion of

Islam is totally divorced from the practice of all

morals. Women in some numbers attend the weekly

midday service in the mosques, sitting apart and

worshipping.

One very handsome woman whom I knew had as

a little child been enslaved, and later married to the

Emir of Zaria, and had been the mother or step

mother of many of the Zaria princes. She was a

very religious woman, was allowed a fair amount of

liberty, and was much respected. She not infre

quently attended the services and was much inter

ested. But it is certain that, with the exception of

the use of a certain number of pious expressions,

religion has little, hold over the Hausa women, and

they can in no sense be considered to share in the

devotions of the men, or to be companions with the

men in those things which are the deepest part of
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