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But I do not deny that there are grand though

not frequent exceptions to this evil system. I have

seen a man cling to his wife and love her and grieve

sadly when she died. And some Arab fathers dearly

love their daughters and mourn at the loss of one,

and the little girls show sincere affection for their

fathers. And yet all these bright spots only make

the general blackness of home-life seem more dense

and dismal.

Missionary schools and education in general have

done much in breaking up this system. Many

Moslems of the higher class are trying to justify the

grosser side of their book-religion by spiritualizing

the Koran teaching. But secular education will

never make a firm foundation for the elevation of

a nation or an individual. Those who have been

led to see the weakness of a religion that degrades

women, have gained their knowledge through the

Gospel.

The fact that attention is paid to suffering women

by medical missions is already changing the prev

alent idea that woman is inferior and worthless.

And although it may seem sometimes an impossible

task to ever raise these women to think higher

thoughts and to rise from the degradation of cen

turies, yet we know from experience that those who

come in contact with Christian women soon learn

to avoid all unclean conversation in their presence.

Visiting them in their huts and homes is also a

means of breaking down prejudice. The daily clinic
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