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.appears in sight. As was said before, they are

classed-with the Mohammedans although they have

their own prophet, Hakim, and they take pride in

"
having their own secret religion, which is little more

than a brotherhood for political purposes. It is

extremely difficult to make any real impression on

them.

At a recent wedding in Druze high life in a

Lebanon village almost every woman present had

been divorced, and one woman was exactly like the

Samaritan woman who came to the well to draw

water: she had had five husbands, and the one she

had now was not her husband. The hostess her

self, the bridegroom's mother, a woman of fine pres

ence, had been divorced, but was brought back to

preside over this important function, as there was

no one else to do it, but her former husband was

not present, as Druze law forbids a man ever look

ing again on the face of his divorced wife. Their

women are cast off in a most heartless way, but

they cannot be taken back again. The ceremony

of marriage consists in fastening up over a door a

sword wreathed with flowers and with candles tied

on it, and then passing under it.

The form of divorce is very simple. It is illus

trated in the life of a Druze prince who married a

girl of high family, beautiful and of a strong char

acter and fine mind. They were devoted to each

other, but she had no children. She had suspicions
of what was in store for her, which were realized one
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