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their husbands safely to trust in them. Can we say
as much for any other system of education or re-
ligion?

Certainly Mohammedanism, with its twin evils
of polygamy and divorce, has not only failed to ele-
vate woman, but has everywhere resulted in her
degradation. More pitiful than the more obvious
wrongs inflicted by this system, 1s the effect pro-
duced upon character. Being distrusted, she has be-
come untrustworthy; being abused, she has become
abusive; and every evil passion is given free rein.

The bad wife is described by a Moslem writer as
“a rebel for contumacy and unruliness; as a foe
for contemptuousness and reproach; and as a thief
for treacherous designs upon her husband’s purse.”
She becomes an adept in the use of woman’s weapon,
the tongue; “an unruly evil full of deadly poison.”
“An angry woman in a passion of rage, pouring
forth torrents of curses and invectives, is a fury
incarnate.” The jealousy of rival wives often leads
to dreadful crimes. One woman became blind from
vitriol thrown in her face by another wife; an only
son, most precious and of high rank, was poisoned
in his innocent babyhood by his mother’s rival; a
young bride attempted suicide in her despair.

These are but instances; every harem has its un-

written tragedies.

Not the least feature of the moral ruin into which
they have fallen, is the impurity which seems to
permeate every thought; so that they delight in
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