
OUR MOSLEM SISTERS IN JAVA 285

lagers are, as a matter of course, compelled to live at

peace with one another, becoming interdependent

through the production of the staff of life.

A Moslem family that becomes Christian soon

experiences deprivation. The so-called "silent

power" soon makes its influence felt, ostracising

them from every privilege.

This becomes the more easy to understand when

we remember that the division of the cultivable soil

and of the water supply with all other civil rights

and privileges, are entrusted by Dutch law to the

Mohammedan village government, in which the

Moslem sheikh or priest enjoys an ex-officio vote.

Because of this peculiar condition of life in the

East Indies, the writer and other missionaries in

Java have purposely settled in an inland district in

the very midst of the Mohammedan population,

where those families who have embraced Christi-

aity may gather about the mission centre and gradni

ually form a nucleus (in course of time a village or

town), where independent legal privileges may be

enjoyed and the people ruled over by their own

native Christian chiefs. In this manner these com

munities can gradually become "a salt" and "a

light" for their Mohammedan environment.

Of very much importance in this connection is

the action taken by Her Majesty, our beloved Queen

Wilhelmina, who-at the request of our former

Minister of Colonies, the Honorable Mr. Van Iden

burg, at present Governor of Paramaribo, in South
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