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II. The Period gfter the Fall of Samaria,

The difficulties of this later period are few and rather easily séluble,
thenks to the long reigns of the kings of Judah, the more abundan$y Assyrian
data, and the allsence of co-reigns,

We are told that Hezekiah reigned 29 years (II Kings 18:1,2) II Ch.29:1);
then Manasseh reigned 55 years (IIK.21:1, II Ch. 33:1); then Amon for 2 years
(I K.21:19; II Ch.33:21); and Josdah for 31 years (II K.22:1; II Ch.34:1),
being killed by Pharaoh Necho at liegiddo in 609. (II K.23:29 with Barton
op.cit. p.477). The totel of these years is 117 years, and from 726 to 609
is 117 years, so the dsta check quite well.1 Other data can be fitted in
essily. Hezekiah despaired of his life in 712 because 15 years were added
to him (II K.20:6 and Isa.38:5). Sennacherib reigned over Assyria from
705 to 681 and invaded Palestine shutting up Hezekieh like a "caged bird"
in ?01.2 A reasl difficulty arises over II K.18=13)\Iaa.56:1, which saye that
Semnacherib king of Assyria came agsinst Hezekiah in his 14th year, i.e. 712,
Various explanations have been proposed., Naturally the older comrentaries
writted before the Assyrisn date were discovered made ho mention of the
difficulty? Nlgelsbach in the kmgm Lange commentary (pp. O end 373-374)
argues strongly that Isaiah chapters 36-39 are n. t chronologipally arranged,
nor are the parallelk chapters in Kings. He wishes to kake the 14 years of
Isa.36:1 be 14 years after Hezekiah's recovery or 700 B.C., which would
resolve the difficulty. Aside from the chronology, he adds quite plausibly the
reason that the treasuries are full at Merodach-baladam's enbassy, that the
promised deliverance from Assyria is still future, that Hezekiah's recovery

l, Mach in the I.S.B.E. loc.cit. puts an interregnum of a year or two after
Amon's assassination, but makes the reigns of the several kings ehd and begin
the same yeer.

2, Barton, op.cit., pp. 470-471.

3, Thus Delitzsch 1st end 4th ed., Alexender, Celvin, etc.



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.ibri.org/Papers/55-RLairdHarrisThesis/README.htm
	LinkTextBox: CHRONOLOGICAL BACKGROUND AND NON-MESSIANIC PREDICTIONS OF  ISAIAH by R. Laird Harris


